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Incident Priorities

>~—Qut ofcommission:
- 2-3 months for broilers
- 3-4 montbhs for layers

- 2) Detect
- Report sick birds immediately to 24-hr hotline
- 717-772-2852, select option 1

- 3) Control

- 4) Contain
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We have set up an Incident Command Post and this is what we’re trying to do – Prevent, detect, control, and contain.  





PUTTING THE VIRUS
INTO PERSPECTIVE

1 GRAM OF CONTAMINATED MANURE
CAN INFECT 1 MILLION BIRDS

1 GRAM OF MANURE COVERS THE
SURFACE OF A DIME
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The amount of infected manure that could fit on a dime contains enough virus to kill 1,000,000 birds.  This is what we’re up against.  I mean, it puts the high in highly pathogenic.  So if that’s how much virus can fit on a dime, imagine how much could be on your tires, your shoes, your hands, or your clothes.  
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So from a virus perspective, this is our battlefield and our enemy is microscopic.  Best way to limit your chances of getting high path in your barns is to make sure the virus doesn’t get close to it, in that yellow zone. 

If vehicles don’t need to come on your farm, don’t let em.  If there’s spilled feed that attracts migrating birds and they’re dropping manure everywhere, clean the feed up.  

The red zone:  where it most likely to come in on is people obviously – so if someone doesn’t need to be in your barns, don’t let them – that’s #1 for the red zone.  If they have to go into your barns – it’s all about shoes, hands, and clothes and again, it takes just a pinch of manure with virus to infect your flock if it gets in your barns.  







Dedicated Footwear by House

- Each house has its own pair

- Does not leave poultry
house/control room

- Travel from one house to
another with different shoes
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I have to give credit to Georgie Cortanza from the Delaware State Ag Extension for a lot of this content and the pictures.  She’s a poultry farmer and she lives the life.  

Now I’m told in Pennyslvania that dedicated footwear for each poultry house is a requirement for your biosecurity plan to be approved, but I know reality and a plan don’t always line up perfectly.  


Disposable Boots
Use only in one house

Do not wear outside and then into
the house

Most often used by Service
Technicians

If a repair is being made at a door
with no foot bath, then place
disposable boots at the door.
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If you don’t have dedicated footwear by house or you would buy them but the store is out, disposable boots are a good option.

When it comes to service technicians – whoever that might be – it’s critical to have these on hand and make them wear them.  Of course those technicians need to put them on right before they enter the barn and if they have to leave for any reason – get some tools or whatever – they need to put new ones on before they go back in.  


Footbaths

Are for disinfecting NOT
cleaning

All organic material should
be removed

Disinfectant should be
changed often

A shallow tub, container,
boot mat with sides can
serve as a footbath
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These only work when you your shoes aren’t caked and when the disinfectant is fresh.  That’s why it’s cleaning and disinfection so if your shoes are pretty caked with litter, the disinfectant won’t penetrate.  

It must be clean and strong.  If you’re going in and out it will dirty really fast.  
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So this probably looks pretty familiar.  If your shoes look like this, a footbath won’t help.  You can put these shoes in a footbath, even a fresh one, and it won’t disinfect your shoes.  You could still easily carry the virus into a barn if you walk step these those into a footbath. 

  


After 6 %2 minutes

 Shoe on left scrubbed
* Shoe on the right soaked

* To clean both boots would
take about 15 minutes to
remove all the organic
material

* This is why dedicated shoe
wear by house or
disposable boots are best.
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The litter just gets so caked on and it’s tough to get off.  So the left shoe was scrubbed – hard – for almost 7 minutes and it’s not fully clean and unless you want to hop around on one foot, you got another shoe to do.  So this is why we go back to dedicated shoe wear per barn.  




Choose shoes with minimal tread

Nonrubber material should be avoided because it is more
difficult to clean (canvas, neoprene)
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When it comes to biosecurity, you really want a shallow tread that won’t grab litter and debris and hold onto it.  

And here, rubber is better.  Like the note says, any material that absorbs is going to be harder to disinfect.  


A

The cost of clean and
disinfected footwear...

- Dedicated footwear - $25 - $50
- Disposable boots - $20 / 25 pair
- Footbath $20

- Disinfectant $10

-Time toclean?

VS

B

The cost of losing a
flock / being down

- Loss of income for downtime
- Fellow poultry growers loss of
income
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So, I know poultry farming can be a tough business.  Everything is more expensive these days.  But if you compare the cost of dedicated footwear and disposable shoe covers to the cost of being down for a 2-4 months (best case scenario) this is worth it.  
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#1 limit the virus that can be your yellow zones – get rid of loose feed, no unnecessary vehicles or people. 

#2 For your red zones: Dedicated footwear per barn for any workers and disposable shoe covers for technicians

#3 Wash hands and changes clothes or disposable coveralls between barns. 

Remember how little of this virus it takes to kill your entire flock – it’s a nasty nasty virus.  

Again, thank you for being here, for being engaged.  For your friends in the poultry industry who aren’t here, please share the message.  
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